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The fact that virtually every fly angler in North America has heard of Christmas Island is far from 
coincidence. Amidst the vast inventory of the world’s saltwater destinations, Christmas Island is a 

unique and natural masterpiece that magically combines all the elements critical to fly fishing 
success. Endless hard sand flats, remarkable numbers of cruising bonefish and trevally, and 
consistent year-round weather await all who visit this unique atoll.  Guides at Christmas Island 
Outfitters have been handpicked for their overall level of experience and skill, calmness under 
pressure, and instructional abilities. Each day anglers will depart via truck or catamaran for the 
day’s fishing. Virtually all fishing entails sight casting to visible fish while wading in shallow 
water. Christmas Island’s plentiful bonefish average 2 to 4 pounds, though each week presents 

numerous opportunities for larger specimens in the 5 to 10 pound class. The guides at Christmas 
Island Outfitters are also among the atoll’s most skilled and passionate trevally hunters and love 

nothing more than to share with their guests the thrill of hooking these monsters. Excellent blue 
water fishing for tuna, wahoo, and trevally is also available. 

Catering to groups of eight to twelve anglers per week, accommodations at Christmas Island 
Outfitters consist of seven private bungalows that sleep two anglers each. Rooms are simple, 
clean and spacious and have private baths, fans, screened windows, and refrigerators. The 
common meeting area features a friendly bar and a casual dining area where fresh, simple meals 
are served in the morning and evening hours. Flexible by design to ensure quality fishing, the daily 
schedule and meal times at Christmas Island Outfitters often vary slightly in order to take 
advantage of the best tides and fishing conditions.  
 
Whether you are an experienced saltwater angler or a novice keen on honing your flats fishing 
skills, Christmas Island Outfitters offers the finest and most intimate angling experience the island 
has to offer. 
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 Sample Itinerary 

 
 
Day 1 (Monday):  You will need to arrive in Honolulu on Monday or before. 
  
Day 2 (Tuesday): Depart Honolulu.  

Arrive Christmas Island  
 
Note: When entering the country you will need to fill out a customs 
form.  This form will ask for the name of the place where you will 
staying. The name of the hotel is “The Shark Place”. 
 
The lodge host will meet you after you go through customs and 
take you to the lodge.  You will check into your room and get 
ready for fishing the next day. 

 
 
 
Wednesday to Monday: Six full days of fishing. 
 



 
 

 

    The typical daily schedule: 
6:00AM:  Wake 
6:30AM:  Breakfast 
7:00AM:  Depart for flats 
8:00AM – 4:30PM: Fishing 
5:30PM:  Back at the lodge 
7:00PM:  Dinner 
 
Please keep in mind that your daily schedule will vary in 
accordance with tides and your fishing desires. 
  

Day 9 (Tuesday):  Depart Christmas Island for Honolulu.  
Note:  Currently the Air Pacific flight arrives in Honolulu at approx 
11:00AM.  Please schedule flights out of Honolulu after 1:00PM  

Rate:  

 
$2220.00USD per person + $200 group leader fee + (Honolulu / Christmas Flight) 
Currently the cost for the Air Pacific Honolulu / Christmas flight is approx $1000.00USD.  This 
rate will be confirmed at the time of booking. 
 
Included: Accommodations, meals, guide fees, Christmas Island ground transfers, flats transportation. 
Not Included: Airfare to and from Christmas Island, alcoholic beverages, visa fees, travel insurance, 
gratuities ($20-30 per guide per day and $5-10 per day for room service), laundry services, fishing 
licenses, departure taxes. 
 

Booking Contact: 

 
To reserve your space please contact: 
Dax Messett:       530-320-7947 

daxmessett@aol.com  
Or 
Brian Gies at Fly Water Travel:    800-552-2729 
        brian@flywatertravel.com 

Or
Leslie Ajari:

530-412-2809
galgonefishing@gmail.com



 
 

 

 
 

Christmas Island: 
 

Located 1,200 miles due south of Hawaii, Christmas Island is the world’s largest coral atoll and a 

virtual paradise for stalking bonefish. Having almost single-handedly brought the sport of fly-
fishing for bonefish into the public consciousness, Christmas Island remains one of the best 
destinations in the world for both beginning and advanced saltwater anglers alike. The reasons for 
this are many. First, the Island’s vast hard sand flats enable anglers to wade fish all day in relative 
solitude. Second, the flats hold great numbers of bonefish that cruise in shallow water, providing 
anglers with constant opportunities or “shots” throughout their visit. And last, but certainly not 
least, the atoll’s proximity to the equator (less than 200 miles) has blessed Christmas Island with 

consistently good weather, which enables a quality fishing experience year round. While the 
majority of the island’s bonefish average 2-4 pounds, fish in the 5-10 pound class are always a real 
possibility as are several species of Trevally.  
 
 

Guide Staff and Fishing Program: 
 

Christmas Island Outfitters head guide is Peter Kairaio. Peter is recognized as one of the Island’s 

top guides and he will be joined by a small group of hand picked professionals who are amongst 
the islands most skilled and personable guides. All have excellent eyes for spotting fish, calm 
temperaments under the pressure of sight fishing and are skilled instructors. By design, Christmas 



 
 

 

Island Bonefish Club has limited its program to no more than eight anglers per week. As a result 
the lodge boasts a highly flexible fishing program that can take full advantage of varying tides and 
fishing conditions. Each evening Peter will lead a discussion on the program for the following 
day’s fishing based on the conditions at hand. It is likely that your departure time from the lodge 
will vary each morning according to the tides and where you will be fishing.  
 

 Flats Transportation: 
 

Transportation to and from the vast flats of Christmas Island is via truck and outrigger. Both are 
equipped with bench seats, canopies, and rod holders. During 6 day fishing week each angler will 
reach the flats 2 days by truck and 4 days by outrigger. When the lodge is full the group is divided 
and alternate days on the truck and outrigger. 
 

Accommodations and Meals: 
 

Christmas Island Outfitters is a small operation taking a maximum of eight anglers per week. The 
lodge is located halfway between the airport and London on a secluded section of beach. 
Accommodations consist of four private bungalows that sleep two anglers each. The bungalows 
are simple and clean with ample room. Each is equipped with linoleum tile floors, windows with 
screens, ceiling fans, bath and shower (tile floors can be slippery so watch your first step!), 
refrigerator, and table with chairs. Meals are a simple combination of island and western fare 
guaranteed to satisfy the appetite of hungry anglers.  
 

   
 



 
 

 

 

Travel: 
 

To get to Christmas Island you will need to make travel arrangements to and from Honolulu, 
Hawaii and also hotel arrangements in Honolulu. Fly Water Travel will make your charter flight 
reservation from Honolulu to Christmas Island and back to Honolulu. You should plan to arrive in 
Honolulu on the Monday prior to your Tuesday morning departure (please refer to your itinerary 
for exact departure time from Honolulu). 
 
Christmas Island Charter Flight: 
The charter flight is currently operated by Te Mauri Travel Agency. The flying time is 
approximately 5 hours. 
 
Castle & Cooke Aviation 
155 Kapalulu Place (off Lagoon Dr) 
South Ramp, Honolulu Int'l  
Telephone Number: 808.834.7603 

 
Nakolo Place is just off of Lagoon Drive, which is the main road on the east side of the airport. 
Please refer to your itinerary for the time of departure from Christmas Island on your last day. 
 
Entering the Country: 
When entering the country you will need to fill out a customs form. This form will ask for the 
name of the place you will be staying. The name of the hotel is “The Shark Place”.  

 
Recommended Hotels in Honolulu:  
Please notify Fly Water Travel of your confirmed hotel and phone number for the Monday night 
prior to your departure date to Christmas Island.  
 
Ohana Airport Hotel:    808.836.0661 
The Aqua Palms:    808.947.7256 
The Hilton Hawaiian Village – Waikiki: 808.949.4321 
 
We recommend taking a cab to your hotel from the airport. There are a number of restaurants 
and shops within walking distance to enjoy.  
 

Documentation: 

 A valid US passport is needed to enter Christmas Island. Note: Passports need to be valid for at  
least 6 months past your travel date.   



 
 

 

 

Water: 

 
Water from the faucet in the cabins is NOT drinkable. There will be large and small bottles of 
water in the refrigerator of each cabin as well as beers and sodas that are added to your tab as 
used. Filtered water will accompany you in a large cooler jug when fishing and you can refill your 
personal bottles as often as you like from this cooler. 
 

Alcohol: 

 
The lodge has beer and sodas for sale.  Beers are $2.50 each and sodas are $2 each.  If you prefer 
wine or hard liquor we encourage you to purchase items in Honolulu as they do not have a liquor 
store on the island.   
 

Climate: 

 
Air temperatures are usually in the upper 80’s to low 90’s and water temperatures never vary 

more than a few degrees above 75°. Christmas Island is a dry climate, it seldom rains. There are 
no winter “cold fronts”, such as those frequently experienced in the Bahamas, Mexico and Belize. 
With this said a rain coat can be handy for windy wet boat rides. A word on the sun!  Of all the 
destinations we fish around the world Christmas Island wins the prize for the most intense sun. 
Plenty of sun screen, a big hat, and long sleeve shirts and pants are a must! 
 

Clothing: 

 
Dress at the lodge is casual, and the staff will do laundry whenever it is needed, so pack light. A 
light rain coat is a good idea for windy wet boat rides and early morning truck rides. 
 

Currency: 

 
The official currency on Christmas Island is the Australian dollar. However, US dollars are 
accepted so there is no reason to exchange money.  
 
 
 



 
 

 

Travel Cash Requirements: 

 
The amount of cash that anglers travel with is often a personal preference. This being said we will 
state the minimum requirements for cash needed. Credit Cards are NOT accepted on Christmas 
Island. The major cash expense for this trip will be guide gratuities (see below). Departure taxes 
will be approximately $20, fishing licenses $35, water (large bottles $4, small bottles $2), and 
alcohol fees will vary according to your thirst. Beers are $2.50 each and sodas are $2 each. 
Laundry service is available and garments that you want washed should be left on the floor. Prices 
range from $1-$3 per garment depending on size. For a 7 day trip we would recommend bringing 
a minimum of $350. 
 

 Gratuities: 

 
We recommend $20 per person per day for the guide (when sharing a guide) and $30-$40 per day 
if fishing solo with a guide. Guide monies should go directly to the guides at the end of each day.  
 
We recommend $40-$60 per person tip for the lodge staff (cook, housekeepers, boat drivers, and 
bartender) for the week. This money can be given to the lodge owner Tiim on the final morning 
and he will disperse it to his crew. 
 

Power and Communications: 

 
The lodge gets all power from a generator. It is 220. You will need a two prong Australian 
adapter (looks just like ours but the prongs are at a 45 degree angle). Power is on only during the 
hours that guests are present and is off during the fishing day. There are phones on the island but 
international communication is not easy. If you have an emergency please contact our office and 
we will assist you. 
 

Medical Facilities: 

 
Please note that Christmas Island does not have proper medical facilities. For this reason we 
strongly encourage emergency medical evacuation insurance. We also suggest that travelers bring 
medication for common ailments as well as any prescription medication needed.  
 



 
 

 

 

 Christmas Island Tackle List: 

 
Bonefish: 
 Rod: 7-8 weight, fast action  
 Reel: Saltwater, with at least 150 yards of 20lb backing. 
 Lines: WF floating, saltwater lines such as Mastery Bonefish or Saltwater Taper 
 Leaders/Tippet: 9-12 foot long leaders 10-15 lbs, clear monofilament with 8-15 lb tippet. 
 Flies: Christmas Island Special, size 4-8 –orange, pearl, pink; Chili Pepper, size 4-8; 

Gotcha,  4-8; Crazy Charlie size 4-8 tan, pink, pearl, green; Clouser Minnow, size 2-4-6 
tan, green.  

 
Trevally:  
 Rod: 10-12 weight, fast action 
 Reel:  Saltwater, with at least 250 yards of 30-lb backing. A large arbor reel is an 

advantage with both fish species. Bring extra spools with backing and extra fly lines. 
 Lines: WF floating and intermediate saltwater lines such as Mastery Tarpon or Saltwater 

Taper  
 Leaders/Tippet: 30-40 lb. wire leaders, 6 feet in length. Pre-made leaders for bluefish and 

barracuda will work nicely. A shock tippet ranging from 60 lbs. and up can also be used. 
 Flies: Poppers #2/0-2, pearl, blue, and green Streamers #2/0-2 deceivers or any large 

saltwater streamers in blue/white, green/white, red/white, yellow/red. 
 
Christmas Island Bonefish Fly Box: 

We recommend four to six dozen flies for the week. Colors: mostly orange, yellow, tan, 
copper, pink and pearl. 
 
 Christmas Island Special – Orange  3 - #4 4 - #6 4 - #8 
 Christmas Island Special – Pink  3 - #4 3 - #6 3 - #8 
 Christmas Island Special – Green  2 - #4 2 - #6  
 Crazy Charlie – Pearl    2 - #6 2 - #8 
 Gotcha      4 - #6 
 Chile Pepper     4 - #6 
 Clouser Minnow – Chartreuse/Wht  3 - #2 3 - #4 3 - #6 
 Clouser Minnow – Tan/Wht   3 - #2 3 - #4 3 - #6 

 
Note: During the full moon larger flies (#2-4) with large lead eyes are used often and during 
neap tide weeks smaller flies (#6-8) will be more popular.  

 
 



 
 

 

Christmas Island Trevally Fly Box: 
You should have about 6 to 12 flies for Trevally. They should be 2/0 and 4/0 and should 
included poppers in pearl, chartreuse, and red or pink and also some deceivers in blue/white, 
green/yellow, and red/white.  

 
 
 

 


